
About this measure 
This indicator tracks the total number of credentials 
awarded at all levels in science, technology, 
mathematics, and science (STEM) fi elds by 
Kentucky’s public and independent institutions 
during an academic year (July 1 through June 30). 
The Council decided to establish a goal for STEM 
bachelor’s degrees only because these are most 
directly tied to the goal to Double the Number 
of bachelor’s degree holders by 2020 and hold 
the greatest promise for transforming Kentucky’s 
economic development prospects. STEM fi elds 
are defi ned by the federal Department of Energy’s 
Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive 
Research (EPSCoR).

STEM bachelor’s degrees

Rationale for goal
Kentucky’s goal is to increase the number of 
STEM degrees to 18,200 by 2007-08, with 
a larger proportion of these degrees at the 
baccalaureate level and above. The Council 
determined the goal based on an historical 
change rate of 10 percent, applied over three 
years.  

Total bachelor’s degrees awarded in STEM fi elds

Source: CPE Comprehensive Database
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